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Sincerely Susan 
For this issue of The Messenger, I 

have three topics that I would like 

to briefly comment on: 

• First, General Assembly.  In a 

word…it was FANTASTIC!  God’s 

Spirit filled our )me as 4,000+ 

Disciples came together for 

worship, fellowship, study, busi-

ness and service.  I want to ex-

press my thanks once again for 

your support during the past 

two years as I served as one of 

the Moderators of our beloved 

church.  I have grown through 

that service, and now look for-

ward to reinves)ng some of 

that energy and growth back 

here in Montgomery!  For high-

lights of the General Assembly, 

as well as videos of worship 

services, you can see them 

online at www.disciples.org/ga. 

• Second, I am pleased to  

announce that we have been 

working hard to address some 

concerns we heard from our 

most recent congrega)onal 

gathering in June.  Based upon 

your recommenda)ons, we 

have gone ahead and secured 

seven ministry coordinators to 

work with the ministry teams.  

This “blending” of our bylaw 

structure and team ministry will 

hopefully help members of the 

congrega)on have a “go-to per-

son” for ques)ons when they 

Twenty FCC missionaries will travel to Deatsville on 

Saturday, August 3, to demonstrate and proclaim 

God’s love to a group of children, many of whom 

have no church to call home. 

Our theme will be “Going Fishing”...and we will be 

sharing from Ma8hew 4:19 about those who Jesus 

called to leave their nets and become “Fishers” of 

people. 

We will plan to meet at the church  at 7:15 a.m. if 

you want to carpool.    VBS is from 9:00-Noon. 

VBS —On the Road 

Friendship Mission Women’s 

Shelter—Baby Support Is  

Overwhelming! 
Because of FCC’s generosity, 

over 1800 diapers,  

66 baby bo8les, hundreds 

of baby wipes, throw rugs, 

and other accessories were 

taken to Friendship Mission  

               Women’s Shelter. 

Thank you for demonstra)ng God’s joyful,  

uncondi)onal love! 

arise, as well as one central 

figure for administra)on and 

ongoing communica)on.  See 

the ar)cle inside for more 

details. 

• Finally, our Associate Minis-

ter search.  Inside this Mes-

senger you will read about 

Associate Minister candidate, 

the Rev. Diane Stephenson.  

Diane brings a deep and 

abiding faith in God along 

with her many giCs and pas-

sion for evangelism.  We look 

forward to her being with the 

congrega)on on August 4 so 

that you will have an oppor-

tunity to get to know her and 

ask ques)ons as we prayer-

fully consider issuing a call to 

her at our specially-called 

congrega)onal mee)ng on 

August 11. 

In the weeks ahead, I ask for your 

prayers as I work with our leaders 

to prepare for fall programming 

and sabba)cal.  May God’s bless-

ings be with each of you. 

Pastor Susan 



  Elder Spotlight 

Sabbatical Committee 
Update 

Care Group  6 

Margie Crocke8, Ma8hew, Annie and Sophia Kite, John Lambert, Dawn, Ryan, 

Ellie Malkemus, Mac, Cheryl, Kristen, Marybeth McArthur, Travis McGough,  

Bill and Caroline Moseley, Lori Nielsen  

Over the past few months, The Associate Pasto-

ral Search Commi8ee has been mee)ng to find a 

suitable candidate to meet FCC’s current and  

future staffing needs.  The commi8ee has inter-

viewed Rev. Diane Stephenson by telephone and 

in person.  ACer much prayer and discussion, on 

July 21, 2013, the search commi8ee made a rec-

ommenda)on to the Official Board that Diane 

Stephenson be considered as a candidate for the 

posi)on of  Associate Pastor of FCC.  The Board 

approved. 

 

We are planning a “get-to-know” Diane event on 

Sunday, August 4.  She will be available during 

Sunday School to meet with youth and adults in 

the sanctuary.  We will also have )me following 

worship to learn more about Diane and ask 

ques)ons during a pot-luck luncheon.  The con-

grega)on will have a special-called mee)ng on 

Sunday, August 11, following worship, to  

vote on the recommenda)on of the Search  

Commi8ee and Official Board. 

Associate  Minister  
Candidate Visit 

I was fortunate to be raised in a Chris)an home where we were ac)ve in the 

Bap)st church.  Some)me aCer my college years I strayed away from church 

and from God.  A few years before coming to First Chris)an I began searching 

again and realized God never leC me.   

Since being at FCC I have served on the Evangelism Division, the Worship Divi-

sion and in the choir.  This past year I accepted the call as Music Director and 

became part of the church staff. 

This is my second year serving as an elder. One of the daily habits that is most 

important to me is prayer. I pray that God will guide my thoughts, ac)ons and 

words. I pray for you and thank God for giving me this opportunity to serve as 

an elder at First Chris)an Church. 

Let me know if you have any prayer needs. And please keep me in your pray-

ers.  You can contact me by phone, 334-462-2072; email  

bobbiemorris@knology.net or face book.  

Elder, Bobbie Morris 

During the month of July, we received 

36 surveys from members of the congre-

ga)on on their thoughts regarding the 

best use of the congrega)on’s )me  

during Pastor Susan’s sabba)cal. We 

appreciate all of the ideas that were 

shared, and will do our best to u)lize 

them as we plan for this )me.   

Let us con)nue to pray for our Pastor 

and for our congrega)on as we seek to 

fulfill our mission at this )me and in this 

place of ministry. 

 

Sabba	cal Commi1ee:  Sam Colson, 

Chair, Lana Wheatcro5, Pat Parvin,  

Fannie Ashley, Jayne Meyer,  

and Tony Thacker 

My name is Bobbie Morris and I have been a mem-

ber of First Chris)an Church since 2008.  As a Regis-

tered Die))an I work full )me with the Alabama 

Department of Senior Services.  Some of my hob-

bies are playing flute, gardening, spending )me 

with the pets, arts and craCs, cooking and being 

outdoors.   

Moderator Report 
 
We give God thanks that seven ministry coordi-

nators have agreed to serve for the remaining 

months of 2013: 

Administra	on Ministry—Mara Donovan 

Property Ministry—Teresa Houser 

Chris	an Educa	on Ministry—Cheryl McArthur 

Worship Ministry—Janus Frisbee 

Nurture Ministry—Anne1e Thacker and  

Deb Batson 

Mission Ministry—Lexie Ofe 

Evangelism Ministry—Fred Turner 

This leadership structure provides more  

defined lines of communica)on while con)nu-

ing the successful team concept. 

We look forward to what God will do through 

our blended structure.  I thank each of you for 

all you do and have a blessed day. 

 

Tony Thacker, 

Moderator 

Nominating Committee 
The nomina)ng commi8ee will 

meet on Wednesday, August 7 at 

5:30 p.m. for an organiza)onal 

mee)ng.  

 

Welcome the  
Spencers 

 
We  want to welcome Revs. Edd 

and Mary Pat Spencer, with a  

recep)on following worship  

service on August 25 at noon. The 

Spencers will serve as our  

Sabba)cal pastors while Pastor 

Susan is away.   

Please make plans to a8end. 



Disciples Door to Door will be visi	ng 

Woodley Manor on Saturday, August 17th.  

We will meet there at 10:00 a.m..  Woodley 

Manor is located at 3312 Woodley Road, 

Montgomery, AL 36116.  Come and help us 

share love to those who may need it the 

most.  Small dogs are welcome to help meet and greet. 

Any ques)ons, please contact Alexine Saunders at  

334-220-9942. 

Disciples Door to Door 

The Disciples Women's Ministry 

will meet Tuesday evening Au-

gust 27th at 5:30 p.m in the 

Great Hall.  This mee)ng will be 

a planning session for our Fall/

Winter ac)vi)es.  Anyone who 

would like to help in the planning process is welcome to 

come and share your ideas.  Some of the discussion topics 

will include, upcoming devo)onals, Fall Disciples Women 

ac)vi)es and upcoming projects.  If you have any ques-

)ons regarding Disciples Women, please call or email Bev-

erly Williams at 334-538-7101.   

Disciples Women  

 Upcoming Meetings 
Parents Meeting 

Calling all parents of children and youth!  Pastor Susan 

would like to meet with you on Sunday, August 11 fol-

lowing our Congrega	onal Mee	ng to talk about fall 

planning.  We will have a light lunch. 

 

WOW Training 

The WOW Ministry will be hos)ng its second training for 

anyone who is interested in learning about the ministry as 

well as caring for infants and toddlers on Saturday,  

August 17th at 10am.  This class is great for new parents, 

first )me grandparents, and caregivers of children  

because we cover a all of the basics for providing the best 

environment for God's smallest saints.  If you've taken the 

class before, I will cover some of the same along with 

some new material.  Please sign up for this training on the 

sign up sheet in the WOW room or emailing Beverly  

Williams at bwilliams334@gmail.com.  

The Disciples Men will meet for Men’s Breakfast  

Sunday, August 4th at 8:15 a.m.   Men, young and old, 

please make plans to a8end. 

 

Why not let our Disciples Men do the 

cooking for your Labor Day weekend 

plans. The men will be cooking  

Boston Bu8s on Thursday, August 29 and 

pick up will be Friday, August 30 by 

noon. Call the church office (270-1320) to order or let one 

of our men know how many you would like to order.  Let 

your friends and neighbors know also.  Cost is $25/each. 

Back Pack Blessing 

Disciples Men 

Students, bring your backpacks to Worship on August 11. 

During the service, you will be asked to place your backpack 

close to the altar. This is a great way for students to dedicate 

their school year to  the Lord. 

Called Congregational Meeting 
 

As men)oned in other ar)cles, we will have a special-

called congrega)onal mee)ng on Sunday, August 11th 

following worship.  The purpose is to vote on the recom-

menda)on of the Search Commi8ee and Official Board 

concerning employment of Rev. Diane Stephenson as  

Associate Pastor of FCC.  Please mark your calendars. 
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